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To be Continued Tuerspays and Fripars, 





While Ir awy’s voic’d Shades, Her tuneful Ninnies, 
Sell Six cheap Songs, for Sixteen hundred Guineas! 

See! Britain's FAtR, diffolv’d, in cafteful Wonder, 

Die, with the Notes, and lofé all Senfe of PLUNDER: 
So, through the May-drefs'd Mead, the BE £, felonious, 
Hums, o'er the rifing Flowers, and robs, Harmonious : 
While Each Fair Bubble fimiles, beneath his Clinging ; 
Glows, for a Week : And withers, even in {pringing. 


Merlin’s Prophecies. 





FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27. 


1734. 





"Yayee iE RE is a Prompter, of Athle- 
j= tick Abilities, commonly known 
in the Fields of Mars, about this 
City, under the Military Title of 
CAPTAIN VINEGAR ; whofe Task 
it is, to clear the Ring, from 
Yrumpery, in order to. make way 
for Entrance of thofe Patriot Champions, who de- 
vote their Heads, in Combat, to the Publick Re- 
nown of their Country. 

Ho.pinc in Reverence this ufeful Office of my 
Rival, I fhall prefume to imitate him, at an-humble 
Diftance. — [ therefore enter, in this Paper, with 





_a Flourith of my Cex/orial Cudgel, to drive off, from 


the polluted Circus, that Cowardly. Impediment cal- 
led Opera, againft the expected Appearance of 
approaching Back-/word, and Quarter-ftaff. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the Prefumption of thofe 
Malepert, French Dappers in the Hay-market, who 
Have not blufhed to Ridicule (in England, and 
under an Ezzglifh Character, call’d Roast BEEr,) 
the Nerves, and Genius, of our Country, I muft be 
bald to inform thofe Comic Satyrifts, that their 
Countrymen have felt the Effefs of fuch found 
Diet, in fome of the faddeft, arid moft ferious 
Tragedies, that ever were acted in their Nation. — 
And, truly, fince the Bopres of Men are Robutfter, 
and more Capable, from a folid, than a flafby Diet, 
I fhou’d be glad of any good Reafon, if their 
Harlequin can give it me, why the Minn fhou’d 
not /aucuif>, under the pitiful, thin Regimen, of 
Opera ; and, on the Contrary, grow ftronger, and 
more martial, when it feeds upon /ubftantial 
Nourifhment. : 

WHAT was it, but a Senfe of this unheeded 
Truth, that diftorted the Mutcles of a Late Emi- 
nent Critick, into Agony, upon the very Sound of 
the Word Opera ? —.Tho’, it was true enough, as 
a Wit, who wants no Spleen, exprefs’'d it, that, 
upon fuch Occafions, 


Appius, wow'd redden, at Each Word you {poke, 
And {tare tremendous, with a threat’ning Eye, 
Like fome fierce Tyrant, iz old Tapeltry ! 


A 


YET, it coud never be faid, that He had not 
Reafon for the worft of his Faces ; and I am more 
miftaken, than I think I am, if it wou’d not make 
Any Body ffare, as tremendoufly as a Critick, to 
fee the Women, of a | Nation, where People pre- 
tend to value themfelves upon their Bravery, 
frapping their Ears at the Sound of a Trumpet, and 
fhrieking out, Of hideous ! at the Noife of a Drum, 
as I have often, with Horror, obferv’d,’em: to do, 
when thofe exciting and heroic Notes have been 
introduc’d, to ix/pirit an Opera. 

SEVERAL /fober Midwives have remarked, with 
Aftonifhment, that the Impreffions of Mex, in. this 
Ifland, feem of late tobe ftamp’d in Little--- Our 
Matly old-fafhioned Folios in Calves Leather, are 
reduced to neat Pocket Volumes ; and we can pe- 
rufe nothing abové Twelves, or OGavo. | 

Bur, for my Part, if I. wonder at any Thing, it 
is, that This Change fhould be womder’d at: It be- 
ing no more.than a matural Confequbnce—The La- 
dies go.to Bed with their Heads full of Semiquavers, 
Eight or Ten Times divided, and what Fruit they 
conceive, under Influence of this ufical mine’d-meat, 
is the fribbling Effec of Ideas, fo broke, and unbo- 
died. 

I Take this publick Opportunity to beg Pardon 
of a celebrated Agr who begins the Tragedy 
of the Mourning Bride, with this extraordinary En- 
comium on the Power of Mufick. 


Mu--u--fick has Cha-a-a-rms,to {0-0-0-th a favage 
Breaft, 


To fo-o-often Rocks, or be-e-end the Knotred Oak 


I must confefs, I was under the Miftake of 
fuppoling this Lady effected, when I heard her whia~ 
ing out good Verfes, in a Drawl fo unpleafingly ex- 
tended: Little.dreamt I, ail the while, thar the was 
topping her Character, and deriving her Ideas of 
Mufick, from. the fafhionable Prefent State of 
the Art, as it flowri/hes under Royal Encouragement. 
—Thus, the Benefits of Protedted Excellence are 
naturally Spreading, and Produdive.—Yet, one Thing 
I cannot chufé but /ament,.becaule x favours 2 
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littie of Iugratituds, 2 Notetoo unfecial, for Harmo- 
ny!—Mr. THoMas D’uRFEy, of ffammering Me- 
mory, Was among the Earlicft Improvers of Mu- 
fick, on the modern Plan of Dotble-Duplicate-Semi- 
quavers : And, tho’ his Enemies pretend that It was 
toa natural Defecf in his Organs, he ow’d the Beau- 
ties of his Difcovery, yet ought he by no means to 
have been robb’d ot his Merit, for he was confetled- 
ly Fetter gifted even than Farinedlo, him{clf, or any 
tuneable Machine, of his Tribe, in this new and 
furprizing Art, of STUTTERING in Maufick. 

Some chafte Injfipids there are, to whom any 
thing Ezregious, and Exceffive, appears uvartful and 
Ex.ravacant.—Alas! were our Belles, in this free. 
Vand, coldly regularly enough to confine their Pa/- 
fious, fomething might be faid, in Support of Limit- 
ed Luxuriance, — To Perfons of fuch comtrac- 

ed Expefations, Pertection might feem plac’d in 
Proportion, and Propriety. — One of thefe tame 
Thinkers .would no longer be fatisfied with Eleva- 
tion, than while it carried with it Emotion. — 
She would give no Quarter to Divifiow, where- 
ever it ra out, like a Tail, and made a Beaft of 
the Refit of the Body. ‘The moft tunefully protru- 
aed Wrieglings, of a never-ending Diftextion, woud, 
by fuch an over-nice Simplicity, as Hers, be thought 
the Vanity of a Exnuch’s Malice, to put Mufick out 
of Foint, and deftroy the Strength of a manly Com- 
poture — The Eye of one of thefe co/d Cenfurers 
woud receive Fright from theSinger’s wide Mouths, 
and the quavering convulfed Diftortion of their Faces, 
while they are iz Labour of .a long-winded CLosE : 
- But her Ear would be incapable of Attention: For, 
Her corrupted Country Tafte, which has fo often 
been /ull’'d by the whiftling of a Storm,would compofe 
her Spirits to S/eep, under the Ragings of one of thefe 
Mufical Whirlwinds —W hereas the cultivated Relifh 
of an Llegent Court Lapy, difcerning Objects 
enotteh, within and about her, to entertain her 
Reflection with Images ariling from Her/e/f, finds 
no Occafion at all for impertinent’ Meaning in the 
Airs. —t‘ris enough, there is Rapture inthe Sound— 
fhe can apply it to a thoufand Charming and Ex. 


tenfive Ideas, of her ow#: No matter for the Ex- 


orbitance of the Quaver—The Length of any thing 


the /ikes, is what ihe has by no means an Exception — 
to—lLer it but decline, and renew itfelf— be /oft and 


recoverd a dozen T’mes over, and the longer it is, 
the Better. 4hGad ! the faints! the dies ! — Iris 


irrefiftible! [tis a Pleafixre, toogreatto be fupported! 


Allthis would be tolerable, were Singing as natu- 
ral as Loving; bur, if once our Women degenerate 
into the Whim of Encouraging no Motions, but 
mifical ones, what a provoking Mortification will 

‘That be, to fuch a beavy-ear’d Fellow as Tam.—A 


** Suondam T'arpawlin Admiral, of my Acquaintance, 


* was us’d to pity the brave Baat/wains of his Majelty’s 
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‘ 


vittoriovs Navy, when, dying nobly, in their Calling, 
yet with Voices too hoar/e tor Hallelujas, they were 


likely, he thought, to make /i/fer Figures in the ew 


World they were going to, than they had formerly 


~ made, in their old one. —It is much the fame Cafe, 


¢ 


with Regard to Love’s Paradife : No Part of it, 
thar is in the Keeping of thefe fafhionable Opera 
Ladies, ought to be enter’d, by any Body but Ez- 


~~ nuchs.—\.et them contemplate, and enjoy, Each 


other. 
A Few young Fellows of good, Senfe, who wear 


“the Chains of thefe Angelical Choiriffers complain, 


that a Woman’s Examination into the Merits of her 
Lover goes no farther than from his Foot, to his 
Forehead,— hat his Body engroffing her Regard or 
Ditlike, his Sow! is confidered as an Appendix, and 
almoft over/ook’d, in the Rating — Tho’ the Accu- 
fation I am afraid is juff, yet the Accus’d are all Iv- 
vocent. Isitnot the Bufinefs of the Stage, to inftrudt ? 
——They have learnt this Improvement, trom OPERA. 
-—W hat the Sou/ is to Man, the Senfe is, to Mufick.—- 
Let it be prov’d by the Complainer, that his Mind 
was difregarded, by any ove Lady, whom he ever 





fhort, tor the Neres, and i hereby mdulze him fireg 


,and They will certainly returz us QUADRILLE. —/) 





, 


heard obferve of at Onera, that the Senfe was tog" 


Licence, to fic withtta three Benches of the Part 


the next Tint€ Farivel/e ings, and precendlhimfelfig | 
Loft, in the Charms of the Adujfick, as to‘ remain quite F 


infenfible, that his Mftre/s has avy. 

AN Honeft,Man woud do Every thing in hig 
Power, tor the Eafe of an Art, that is become ty 
refin'd, and fo Popular. Since, therefore, the | 


Wonrbs, in our Opera’s, are not only filly, but un. | 
neceffary, and an Incumbrance upon the Scale of | 
the Compofer, Who, poor Man! is compell’d to . 
labour, with inconceivable Science, to cover and © 


expunge, Articulation, and blot out all troublefome 
Diftinétion of Purpofe; I wouwd recommend this 


lively Expedient, for Relief of the Artift himfelf, § 


and for Delight of his Feminine Audience, that it 
fhou’d be Lawful-to ufe bur ONE siNGLE Worp, 
throughout the whole three Acts of an Opera 5 and, 
that all thofe Varieties of Sounds, now diffus’d F 
among Thoufands of Phrafes, fhou’d unite them- 
felves, like Beams in a Burning-Glafs, upon this! 
Centrical Point of Exprejfion. 

THE Chief Difficulty, to be apprehended in| 
Eftablithing fo defirable an Improvement, mut! 
arife from the Choice of a Word, that will be unis | 
verfally acknowledged {fo coniiderable, as to deferve © 
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the Diftinction. — The Alphabet was not put into’. 


more Confufion by Voiture, upon Difpure of the Fi 
Letters, about Neuf Germain, than the Diéionary) 
will be thrown under, at Election of a Word,” 
which has Weight enough to maintain this Dignity. | 
Qur Politicians-will vote hard -for LiBERTY ; aX," 
but that It isa Word, that has little, or no Mean.) 
ing, there coud no fitter be chofen; It being Pil 
ABLE, beyond all Comparijon ; and capable of Every? 
Degree ot Diftention, Duility, and Circumflexion. 

To the Laptgs, at lait, we muft refer ourfelves,— 
for a Candidate, of fo comprehenfive an Energy; 


The very Sound is coercive ! and we receive it 
with Refpect, and Obedience. 

THAT it is CoMPREHENSIVE, can never be) 

ueftion’d : It has Four Sides, in its Figure, and 
the Mathematicians will inftruct us, that fuch is the 
Form, beyond all other, Capacious. Then, It takes 
in the whole Sex: So that it poffeffes This Qual 
lity, beyond. all. manner of Controverfy. — Hs 


' § 
It has. HARMONY, to {fo alluring a Degree, thi 


our moft devoted Lovers of Afufick are feldom in 


% 


Tune, but, while under its Influence. : 


ESE: 


It is SoNorous: For it can be Heard, from the) 
Top of a Houfe, to the Bottom. : 

[tr is qualified for sTIRRING THE PAssIons,” 
(L mean the ma/culine Paffions) beyond TRAGEDY) 





itfelf: For it provokes, apes tranfports, and) 


kindles up the Soul, to a 
Conflagration ! 
It is Refolvable into PARTITIONS, without? 
Number, or End. — Not a Corpufcle, or Atom, 
in any one of its Letters, but may be analized in} 
to Divistons, and SuppivisioNns, fufficient toy 
break the Wind of all the Exxuchs in Europe. ‘ 
IT is MELTING too, and fluxile, as Mercury ‘¥ 
For it diff/ves GoLpD, more powerfully than the 
Chymical Water. : 
AND, laftly, It has this particular Qualification 
which appropriates it to the U/e we detign it fone 
that it may be DWELT ON for ever, with ftill meup 
Pleafure ; and feems incapable of becoming Tire 
fome, either to the Ear, or the Imagination. 
IF any Good Chriftian can give Notice of § 
Word, more proper/y adapted, than Quadrille, \ey 
him tranilate it into Ita4ax, and convey it to thf 
Lord Chamberlain’s Othce, and He fhall receivey 
its full Value, out of the Overp'us of Mr. Handeliy 
Subfcription ; It being peculiar to the Good Forturtt 
of this Gentleman, that He is to contribute, hig 
Aflittance, toward Enrertainments, which his Bat 
mies are paid for. | 


egree of Horror, and 
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